
Imagine, for a moment, that a child and a trained artist are 
both looking at Van Gogh’s Starry Night.  Do you think they 
see the same painting? It may not seem so, but this is a   
controversial question.  Of course, the shapes and colors 
and forms are all equally present for both the child and 
the artist. Yet, the artist has spent years in both school 
and practice studying design, perspective, and composition 
whereas the child has not.  Do different minds presented whereas the child has not.  Do different minds presented 
with the same visual data see differently? Some argue that 
no – what the eye sees is what the mind represents. Others, 
like myself, argue to the contrary.  Two years ago, MHTN  
architects participated in a study designed to track visual 
strategies used by experts within their domains of expertise.  
We did not find what we were looking for.  Instead, we found 
evidence for the controversial idea thevidence for the controversial idea that the mind plays an 
essential role in visual representation.  In my talk, I discuss 
this evidence, the conclusions we may infer from it about 
the relationship between mind and vision, and the role that 
creative diversity has to play in the perfection of       
perceptual representation.
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A lecture series dedicated to the examination of different 
creative processest, human perception and their impact on 
us as designers. 

Designing is not a profession but an attitude. Design has many connota-
tions. It is the organization of materials and processes in the most 
productive way, in a harmonious balance of all elements necessary for a 
certain function. It is the integration of technological, social and economic 
requirements, biological necessities, and psychological effects of materials, 
shape, color, volume, and space. Thinking in relationships
                                 
   - László Moholy-Nagy
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